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INTRODUCTION  TO  THE 
TEACHERS 


Mom;  (After  child’s  first  day  at  school) 
What’s  the  matter? 


Child:  Well  it’s  not  much  fun.  I can’t  read; 

I can’t  write;  and  they  won’t  let  me  talk! 


Author  unknown 


The  above  exchange  reveals  children’s  expectations  that  in  school  they 
will  learn  to  read  and  write  and  that  they  will  talk.  Certainly  in  the 
activities  of  this  handbook  children  are  expected  to  read  and  write,  and 
most  of  the  activities  accorrmodate  and  encourage  talk  as  a means  of 
exploring  or  sharing  ideas  about  agriculture. 

The  need  for  this  handbook  stems  from  the  fact  that  agriculture  provides 
jobs  to  a significant  ntinber  of  Albertans  and  it  provides  essential 
products  and  services  to  all  the  rest  of  us,  yet  many  of  us  are  unaware 
of  the  scope  and  nature  of  the  agriculture  industry  in  our  province.  In 
addition  many  of  us  retain  misconceptions  about  farming.  This  handbook 
is  part  of  a response  to  these  facts.  Agriculture  and  Me  is  one  of  four 
handbooks  which  will  substme  all  four  divisions  grades  1 - 12. In  turn  these 
materials  are  part  of  an  agriculture-in-the-classroom  movement  across 
the  continent.  The  movement  originates  among  farm  people  and  others 
involved  in  agriculture  whose  aim  is  to  help  increase  awareness  about 
agriculture  by  providing  resource  materials  for  teachers. 

Agriculture  and  Me  is  for  those  of  you  who  teach  in  Division  I.  It  suggests 
forty-six  activities  which  you  can  use  to  help  children  increase  their 
agricultural  awareness.  Our  aim  in  preparing  the  handbook  has  been  to  suggest 
activities  that  will  be  fun  for  children  and  will  encourage  them  to  begin 
to  develop  up-to-date  notions  of  what  farming  is;  also  to  begin  to  recognize 
what  else  agriculture  is,  in  addition  to  farming  - the  network  of  interrelated 
services  and  businesses  that  are  associated  with  farming.  Through  the 
activities  children  have  opportunities  to  discover  the  ways  in  which  their 
lives  and  welfare  are  affected  by  agriculture. 


While  the  focus  of  this  handbook  is  on  agriculture  which  relates  to  many 
social  studies  and  science  topics,  we  have  selected  activities  with 
children’s  language  development  in  mind.  Our  aim  has  been  to  suggest  activities 
that  allovy  for  extensive  use  of  language,  both  for  learning  and  for  sharing 
or  communication.  As  well,  we  intend  that  the  activities  allow  children 
to  enjoy  language  and  to  develop  increasing  appreciation  of  and  interest 
in  it  - attitudes  critical  to  language  development  itself. 

In  many  of  the  activities  we  have  suggested  group  work.  This  takes  into 
account  the  increasing  amount  of  educational  research  that  recognizes  the 
essential  role  of  social  context  in  language  development.  Group  work 
also  allows  the  children  to  mobilize  and  refine  their  own  knowledge 
through  talk.  Finally  of  course,  group  work  allows  the  children  to  help 
each  other  and  to  develop  attitudes  of  cooperation  and  acceptance  so 
important  in  learning  and  living. 

While  we  have  related  the  units  to  the  provincial  curriculLiri  guide  for 
language  arts,  which  offers  separate  objectives  for  grades  1,  2,  and  3, 
the  handbook  is  a flexible  resource.  You  will  be  able  to  adapt  many  of 
the  activities  for  use  with  children  at  any  point  of  development  in 
primary  school.  This  adaptability  is  consistent  with  the  philosophical 
framework  within  which  you  work;  it  acknowledges  the  need  for 
continuity  and  articulation  among  various  learning  experience  of  young 
children.  The  adaptability  also  is  cons i sent  with  the  fact  that  you  are 
in  the  unique  position  to  know  v;hat  is  possible  and  desirable  for  your 
children  and  comfortable  for  you  in  your  particular  circumstances. 


FORMAT  OF  THE  HANDBOOK 


Activity  Outl ines 

The  activities  in  this  handbook  have  been  grouped  into  nine  units.  The 
introduction  to  each  unit  offers  a brief  overview  of  the  theme  and 
general  object  ivies  for  the  group  of  activities  in  that  unit. 

Individual  activities  have  been  written  in  a standard  way  and  each  one 
includes  the  following  sections: 

1.  Activity  Ntinber  - orders  the  activities  which  typically  occur  in 
groups  of  five  and  are  presented  by  grade  levels  as  follows: 


i.2 


2.  The  handbook  is  produced  in  3 separate  sections: 

Section  1 Grade  1 - Activities  1-15 

Section  2 Grade  2 - Activities  16  - 30 

Section  3 Grade  3 - Activities  31-46 

3.  Title  - suggests  the  purpose  of  the  activity. 

4.  Study  Question  - a question  to  focus  the  activity;  try  to  answer  it 

before  going  ahead. 

5.  The  Activity  - a concise  statement  of  what  children  do. 

6.  Curriculum  Areas  - a precise  reference  to  curriculum  statements 

found  in  your  provincial  curriculun  guides  for 
Language  Arts,  Social  Studies,  and  Science. 

7.  Materials  - a list  of  materials  you  will  need  for  the  activity. 

8.  Procedure  - a brief  description  of  suggested  steps  to  follow  in 

introducing,  carrying  out,  and  concluding  the  activity; 
marginal  notations  highlight  the  steps  and  reflect  the 
curriculLin  areas. 

9.  Related  Activities  - additional  activities  that  grow  out  of  the  main 

activity  but  may  require  additional  resources 
as  we 1 1 as  time. 


Resource  Sheets 


Interspersed  with  the  activity  outlines  are  several  types  of  materials 
that  you  may  find  helpful: 

- pictures 

information  sheets  which  provide  some  background  for  the  activities 

- samples  of  student  activity  sheets 

Feel  free  to  copy  any  of  these.  Some  additional  relevant  materials  can 
be  obtained  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  Drop  by  or  write  to  the 
following  address: 

Alberta  Agriculture 
Publications  Office 
7000  - 113  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T6H  5T6 

Some  films  also  can  be  obtained  from  Alberta  Agriculture.  For 
information  or  to  request  a film  catalogue  write  to  the  following 
address: 
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Fi Im  Library 
Comnunicat ions  Division 
Alberta  Agriculture 
7000  - 113  Street 
EdnxDnton,  Alberta 
T6H  5T6 


Glossary 

The  glossary  1 ists  words  by  categories  - e.g.  farm  plants,  farm 
equipment.  Words  are  alphabetized  within  each  category.  We  have  included 
some  words  which  are  fairly  common  so  as  to  point  out  their  uses  in  an 
agricultural  context.  The  glossary  is  contained  in  Sections  two  and  three. 


Curriculum  Chart 


The  curriculum  chart  shows  which  content  areas  of  Social  Studies  and 
Science  are  emphasized  in  particular  activities;  also  what  types  of 
language  arts  activities  are  involved.  The  wording  of  the  curriculum 
guides  is  used  in  the  activity  outlines. 


FINAL  COMMENTS 


The  preparation  of  this  handbook  has  been  an  enjoyable  way  of  reinforcing 
our  awareness  of  the  central  place  of  agriculture  in  the  lives  of  all  of  us 

in  Alberta.  We  hope  that  you  find  these  activities  useful  and  that  you 

enjoy  doing  some  of  them  with  your  students.  We  look  forward  to  your  comments 

and  to  your  suggestions  on  ways  we  might  improve  this  book. 
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CURRICULUM 


CONNECTION 


i.ll 


CURRICULUM  CONNECTION:  1 


Act i V i ty 
Number 

Major  Agricultural 
Concepts 

Curricul  urn 
Connection: 
Social  Studies 

Curr  icul  on 
Connect i on : 
Sc i ence 

Unit  1 - 

Harvest 

1 

Ripening;  seed  as 
a living  thing. 

Observe  char- 
acteristics of 
seeds . 

2 

Harvest;  time  as 
a factor  in  harv- 
esting. 

Identify  changes 
in  the  environ- 
ment resulting 
from  man's  act- 
ivities. 

3 

Germination  as  a 
stage  in  plant 
growth;  moisture 
as  a condition  of 
germination. 

Observe  and  des- 
cribe stages  in 
the  growth  of  a 
pi  ant. 

4 

Grain  as  a source  of 
food;  food  as  a source 
of  energy. 

Name  and  classify 
sources  of  energy. 

5 

Vegetables  as  food; 
food  processing. 

Describe  and 
classify  plants. 

Unit  2 - 

Farm  Fami  1 ies 

6 

Child  as  part  of 
team  in  farming. 

Me  i n my 
Canadian 

family; 
fami 1 i es. 

7 

Special ization; 
change;  farm. 

Canad i an 

Fami lies. 
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CURRICULUM  CONNECTION:  1 


Page 


Language  Arts 

Area 

Curr icul urn 

Activity  Page 

Listen-  Read-  Speak- 
ing S ing  8 ing 

Viewing  Viewing 

Writ-  Connection: 

ing  Language  Arts 

Title 

Unit  1 - Harvest 

Follow  directions; 
make  comparisons. 

Examining 

Seeds 

Follow  directions; 
read  an  experience 
chart . 

A Threshing 
Compet i t ion 

Observe  and  describe 
a sequence  of  events; 
read  an  experience 
chart . 

Germinat ing 
Seeds 

Record  experiences; 
classify;  identify 
words  in  context. 

Who’s  Been 
Making  My 
Porr idge? 

Identify  words  in 
isolation;  classify. 

Stocking  the 
Cupboard  and 
the  Fridge 

Unit  2 - Farm  Families 

Read  pictures;  identify 
details;  dramatize  an 
event . 

Fami 1 y Scenes 

Identify  details;  make 
comparisons;  identify 
words  in  context; 
write  stories  (song). 

Old  Macdonald  - 
New  Macdonald 

i.l3  - 


8 

Sounds  and  sme 1 1 s as 
aspects  of  farm  objects 
and  settings. 

Develop  an  aware- 
ness of  and  sensit- 
ivity to  the  en- 
V i ronment . 

9 

Animals  as  pets; 
animals  as  workers. 

Describe  and 
classify  animals. 

10 

Farm;  farming. 

UNIT  3 - Farm  Animals 

11 

Mechanization; 

hatching. 

Describe  changes 
in  the  environ- 
ment resulting 
from  man’s 
activities. 

12 

Farm  Animal 

13 

Farm  Animal . 

14 

Animal  health; 
health  care. 

Apprec i ate  i mport- 
ance  of  providing 
care  for  living 
things. 

15 

Country  fair; 
farm  animal ; 
exhibit . 

Describe  animals. 

- i.l4  - 


Attend  to  task;  practise 
listening;  form  sensory 
Images;  express  feelings. 

Sounds  of 
Farmi  ng 

Read  charts;  make 
comparisons;  dramatize 
an  event  (puppets). 

Farm  Cat,  C 1 ty 
Cat  - A Very 
Special  Cat 

Read  pictures;  develop 
vocabulary;  use  phonic 
structural  analysis. 

UNIT  3 - Farm  Animals 

A1 phabet 
Search:  Farm 
Life 

Read  pictures; 
write  explanations. 

Hatching 

Chicks 

Read  pictures; 
read  numbers; 
Identify  words 
in  context. 

An  Imal 
Babies 

Follow  directions; 

Identify 

detail s; 

record  predictions, 
predictions. 

Guess  the 
Animal 

List  experiences; 
read  an  experience 
chart;  make 
comparisons. 

Animal 
Heal th 
Care 

Report 

experiences 

and 

Information. 

Count  ry 
Fair 
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Unit 


INTRODUCTION 


- Harvest 


The  theme  for  this  group  of  activities  is  that  changes  in  the  colour  of 
plants  in  nature  are  a sign  that  the  plants  are  maturing^  that  seeds  and 
fruits  are  ripening.  The  activities  in  this  unit  are  intended  to  help 
children  understand  these  changes  and  the  farm  activities  associated 
with  them.  In  addition,  the  activities  are  intended  to  introduce  food 
processing  and  to  demonstrate  the  extent  to  which  our  eating  patterns 
depend  upon  farming  and  its  service  industries.  The  activities  grow  out 
of  the  following  questions: 


1.  How  do  we  depend  on  farming? 

2.  Who  else  besides  farmers  is  involved  in  getting  food  to  us? 

3.  What  roles  do  we  play  in  food  use,  production,  and  processing? 


OBJECTIVES 


1.  To  examine  seeds  or  kernels  in  relation  to  heads  or  ears. 

2.  To  develop  the  concepts  of  threshing  and  harvesting. 

3.  To  understand  the  importance  of  time  in  harvesting. 

4.  To  identify  corrmon  grain  and  vegetable  products  in  the  home. 


Actrvity  1 


THE  ACTIVITY 

EXAMINING  SEEDS 

STUDY  QUESTION  How  many  seeds  are  in  one  head  of  grain? 

In  this  activity  children  examine 
individual  seeds  of  grain  and  count  the 
nunber  of  seeds  in  heads  of  grain,  pods  of 
legumes,  or  ears  of  corn. 

CURRICULUM  AREAS  - Listen  to  directions. 

Language  arts  - Develop  thought  processes:  make  comparisons. 


Sc i ence 

- Use  appropriate  forms  of  written  language: 
written  experiences. 

- Plants:  Observe  character ist ics  of 
seeds. 

MATERIALS 

- One  stem  of  grain  for  each  child.  (Other 
seed-producing  plants  such  as  grasses  or 
beans  or  peas  can  be  used  if  grain  is  not 
accessible.) 

- Diagrams  of  heads  of  grain.  (See  also  inform- 
ation sheet  on  crops  of  Alberta  - activity 
27). 

- Child’s  data  sheet  for  field  observations. 

PROCEDURE 

Examine  the  diagrams  of  grain,  noting  the 
details  of  the  seeds  on  the  heads  of  grain. 
Give  each  child  a stem  of  grain.  Ask  the 

Count i ng 

children  to  count  the  nunbers  of  seeds  in 
their  individual  heads  of  grain  and  to 
note  their  color. 

Note 

If  grain  is  not  available  use  pods  of  peas 
or  beans,  cobs  of  corn,  or  stems  of  a wild 
grass.  Relate  them  to  grain  by  referring 
to  the  diagrams  of  grain  stems.  See  also  the 
information  sheet  on  crops  of  Alberta. 

Recording 

Have  each  child  write  his  or  her  number  on 
the  board,  along  with  the  color  of  the 
seeds  and  head.  Compare  numbers,  noting 
variations,  and  note  the  colors  listed. 

Cone 1 us i on 

Discuss  the  results  briefly,  emphasizing 
that  each  plant  grows  from  a single  seed 
but  that  the  number  of  new  seeds  varies. 
Note  also  the  significance  of  color  as  a 
sign  of  ripeness  - readiness  for  harvest. 
- 1.1  - 

RELATED  ACTIVITIES 


1.  Make  a trip  to  a grain  field  to  collect 

the  stalks  of  grain  for  this  activity.  Back 
in  the  classroom,  make  an  experience  chart 
about  the  grain  or  have  the  children  use 
the  data  sheet  to  record  individual  observations 
about  the  field  - simple  printed  observations 
or  drawings  or  a combination.  Save  the  data 
sheets  for  a field  trip  in  another  season. 

2.  Take  a walk  to  the  same  grain  field  in 
another  season.  Use  the  original  data  sheet 
for  recording.  Compare  field  conditions 

in  different  seasons.  Relate  these 
observations  to  farm  work  and  to  life  on  a 
farm. 


3.  Make  a simple  pin-hole  camera  for  each 
child,  using  a sheet  of  heavy  paper  or  a 
large  card: 


Use  these  to  view  a tree  outside  the  window 
or  an  object  in  the  room.  Relate  this  act- 
ivity to  the  idea  of  focussing  in  on  a single 
stalk  in  a field  of  grain. 

The  closer  an  object  the  more  it  will  be 
in  focus  or  seem  to  be  enlarged. 


1.2 


1.3  - 


Grains  of  Alberta 


Wheat 


Barley 
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Grains  of  Alberta 


1.5 


Data  Sheet  For  Field  Trip 


First  Field  Trip  Second  Field  Trip 


Date 


Season 


Weather 


Observations 

Observations 

Things  To  Look  For 

1.  What  does  grain  look  like,  right  up  close? 

2.  How  far  apart  are  the  plants? 

3.  How  tall  are  they?  Are  they  up  to  your  knees? 

4.  How  many  heads  are  on  one  stem? 

5.  What  does  the  earth  look  like  and  feel  like? 

6.  How  does  it  feel  to  pass  my  hand  over  the  plants  of  grain? 

7.  How  does  a head  of  grain  feel  in  my  hand? 


1.6 


Agriculture  Words 


Can  you  finish  the  words  in  each  picture? 


_ prout 

Wheat 

_lant 


1.7 


Asficulture  Words 


arvest 


1.8 


FieL  o1 
Gr_in 


Activity  2 


A THRESHING  COMPETITION 


STUDY  QUESTION  How  does  a farmer  collect  seeds  from  a 

field  of  grain?  Why  does  he  have  to  hurry? 


THE  ACTIVITY 


In  this  activity  the  children 
separate  seeds  from  their  heads. 


CURRICULUM  AREAS: 
Language  Arts 


Sc i ence 


Retain  information  received  verbally: 
follow  instructions. 

Read  a variety  of  written  materials: 
experience  charts. 

Environment:  Identify  changes  in  the  environment 
resulting  from  man’s  activities. 


MATERIALS:  - A large  supply  of  grain  stalks,  at  least 

five  per  child.  (Other  plants  could  be 
used  - e.g.  pods  of  peas  or  beans,  cobs  of 
corn,  or  packaged  sunflcwer  seeds.) 

- Small  cans  or  boxes  for  holding  threshed 
seeds. 

- Diagram  of  grain  stalks. 

- Pictures  of  harvesting. 


PROCEDURE : Give  each  child  a stem  of  grain.  Demonstrate 

Preparation  how  to  separate  the  seeds  from  the  plants 

and  let  the  children  practice  on  their  stems. 


Organization 


Note 


The  race 


Recording  and 
comparing  yields 


Form  teams  of  4 - 5 children  and  give  each 
team  an  equal  number  of  grain  stems  - at 
least  5 or  6.  Set  a limited  time  for 
separating  the  seeds  from  the  heads. 

The  time  should  be  short  enough  to  ensure 
that  not  all  the  seeds  can  be  separated. 

Time  the  children,  encouraging  them  to  collect 
as  many  seeds  as  possible  in  their  seed  bins 
(little  boxes  or  cans).  The  winners  are  the 
team  who  collect  the  greatest  nanber  of  seeds. 

When  you  call  time,  ask  each  group  to  count 
their  yield  and  to  record  the  ntriber  on  a large 
chart  such  as  the  one  illustrated  on  the  next 
page. 


2.1  - 


Results  of  Threshing  Competition 


Team  1 collected  seeds. 

Team  2 collected  seeds. 

Team  3 collected  seeds. 

Team  4 collected  seeds. 

Read  the  chart  and  briefly  discuss 


Cone  1 us i on 

the  results,  emphasizing  the  importance  of 
time  to  the  farmer  who  is  in  a race  with 
the  weather.  Relate  the  activity  to  grain 
harvesting  by  referring  to  the  diagrams  of 
grain  plants  and  the  photographs  of  harvesting 

RELATED  ACTIVITIES: 

1. 

Use  construction  paper  or  cardboard  to  make 
little  bins  for  collectiong  the  seeds. 

2. 

Write  a poem  about  harvesting;  highlight 
words  that  suggest  hurry. 

3. 

Visit  a grain  elevator. 

outside  cover 
on  the  seed. 


2.2  - 


HARVESTING  IN  ALBERTA 


2.3 


Swathers  are  used  to  cut  the  grain  and  lay  it  in  rows  with  the 
kernels  on  top  to  dry. 


HARVESTING  IN  ALBERTA 


2.4 


Combines  collect  the  swaths  and  separate  the  grain  from  the  straw. 
The  straw  is  left  on  the  field  and  the  grain  is  collected  in  a 
hopper;  then  transfered  to  trucks. 


HARVESTING  IN  ALBERTA 


Elevators  are  used  to  transfer  grain  to  trains  and  trucks  which 
haul  it  to  market. 


Activity  3 

GERMINATING  SEEDS 

STUDY  QUESTION  If  I plant  10  seeds  will  all  of  them  grow? 

THE  ACTIVITY  In  this  activity  the  children  sprout 

grain  seeds. 


CURRICULUM  AREAS  - Conmunicate  orally:  Observe  and  describe 

a sequence  of  events. 

Language  Arts  - Develop  thought  processes:  comparisons; 

explanations. 


Sc i ence 


Plants  and  Animals:  Observe  and  describe 
stages  in  the  growth  of  a plant. 


MATERIALS 

Note 


Approximately  100  seeds  from  a seed  package. 
Grain  seeds  or  large  vegetable  seeds  such  as 
peas  or  beans  are  best  for  this  activity. 
Shallow  pans  - e.g.  foil  pie  plates. 

Paper  towels  or  blotting  paper. 

Fact  sheet  on  germination. 

Minimal  cues  worksheet. 


PROCEDURE 


Preparat ion 


Care  of  seeds 
Recording 


Form  small  groups  and  give  each  group  10 
seeds  to  germinate. 

Have  the  children  thoroughly  wet  their  paper 
towels  and  place  them  in  shallow  pans  then 
place  their  seeds  on  the  wet  paper  towels. 

Cover  them  lightly  with  plastic  wrap  to  prevent 
evaporation.  Put  one  set  of  seeds  on  a dry 
towel  as  a "control”. 

Have  the  children  keep  the  paper  towels  moist, 
observe  their  seeds  daily,  and  count  the  nunbers 
that  have  sprouted  each  day.  Have  each  group 
record  their  ntinber  on  the  board;  add  them 
and  record  the  total  number  on  a chart  such 
as  the  one  illustrated  below.  When  no  more 
seeds  are  sprouting  (4-6  days  for  grain) 
discard  the  seeds. 


3.1  - 


Sprouting  Seeds  On  Wet  Paper 


First  day  (Monday): 

Second  day  ( ): 
Th i rd  day  ( ) : 
Fourth  day  ( ) : 
Fifth  day.  ( ): 


We  set  our  seeds  on  wet 
paper  towels. 

seeds  have  sprouted 

seeds  have  sprouted 

seeds  have  sprouted 

seeds  have  sprouted 


Dry  Seeds 


Fi rst  day 

( 

): 

We  placed  one  set  of 
seeds  on  a dry  paper  towel 

Fifth  day 

( 

): 

of  these 

seeds 

have  sprouted. 


Conclusion  Discuss  the  results  in  relation  to  factors 

that  support  germination  e.g.  moisture, 
temperature,  age  and  size  of  seed. 


RELATED  ACTIVITIES  1.  Use  the  minimal  cues  worksheet  as  a means 

of  reviewing  the  activity  while  developing 
skill  in  using  context  and  experience  to 
identify  words. 

2.  Flave  the  children  draw  and  label  simple  diagrams 
of  their  sprouting  seeds. 

3.  Invite  someone  from  a seed  cleaning  plant 

to  show  the  children  how  grain  is  cleaned  and 
graded,  or  visit  such  a plant. 


3.2  - 


3.3 


A farmer  uses  a seed  drill  to  plant  his  seeds. 


Seeds 


Factors  Which  Influence  Germination 

- Moisture  - Essential  to  germination. 

- Age  of  seed  - Older  seed  is  less  viable. 

- Size  of  seed  - Big  seed  has  more  carbohydrate  to  sustain 

germination  until  the  sprout  reaches  the  surface. 


- Depth  of  seed  - Covered  seed  retains  moisture;  if  too  deep,  the 

sprout  may  not  reach  the  surface  of  the  earth. 

- Temperature  - Warm  but  not  enough  to  evaporate  moisture. 

- Diseases  - can  suffocate  a plant,  preventing  water  from  passing 

from  the  seed  germ  up  through  the  growing  shoot;  stem 
wilts  and  falls  over,  even  if  It  reaches  the  surface. 


Seed  Cleaning 

- Cleaning  and  grading  occurs  at  seed  cleaning  plants. 

- The  cleaning  process  removes  weed  seeds  and  small  kernels. 

- Many  seed  cleaning  plants  across  Alberta  are  co-operatively 
owned  by  farmers,  municipalities,  and  Alberta  Agriculture. 

- Some  plants  are  privately  owned. 

- Cleaning  and  grading  is  also  done  by  seed  growers  themselves. 


Our  Seed  Story 


Sumnary : 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 


We  put  1 0 


on  a wet  paper  towel . 


V\/e  looked  at  the  seeds  every 
We  kept  the  paper  towels  


The  seeds  began  sprouting  in 
After  5 days  


days . 


of  the  seeds  had  sprouted, 


We  also  put  10 


on  a dry  paper  towel 


2.  We  looked  at  them  every 


too. 


3.  After  5 days 
had  sprouted. 


of  these 


Cone  1 us i ons : 1 . When 


are  planted,  only  some  of  them 


2.  A farmer  uses  the  best  seeds  he  can  get  so  that  many 
plants  will  in  his  field. 


The  seeds  need 


to  start  growing.  In 


dry  weather  a farmer  may  have  to  wait  for  rain  to 

help  the  little  seeds  come  up. 

- 3.5  - 
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Activity  4 


WHO’S  BEEN  MAKING  MY  PORRIDGE? 

STUDY  QUESTION  Which  grains  are  in  our  breakfast  foods? 


THE  ACTIVITY 


In  this  activity  children  identify 
grain  products  they  eat  every  day. 


CURRICULUM  AREAS: 
Language  Arts 


- Use  appropriate  forms  of  written  language: 
Record  experiences. 

- Corrmunicate  orally:  Reports. 


Sc i ence 


- Energy:  Name  and  classify  sources  of  energy. 


MATERIALS: 


Data  sheets  for  children. 

Empty  packages  or  labels  from  grain 
products,  e.g.  cereals,  flour,  bread. 


PROCEDURE : 
Recording 


Read i ng/Report i ng 
Classifying 


Cone  1 us i on 


RELATED  ACTIVITIES 


Ask  the  children  to  record  on  the  data 
sheets  what  they  eat  for  breakfast  each  day 
for  a few  days.  Ask  each  of  them  to  bring 
an  empty  box  or  a wrapper  or  label  from  a 
food  item  that  contains  grain  products. 

Have  the  children  read  labels  on  the  boxes 
and  wrappers  to  identify  grains  used  in  each 
product.  Compile  the  information  on  the  board 
shewing  groups  of  related  foods  - e.g. 
processed  cereals,  raw  cereals,  breads, 
non-grain  items  such  as  milk  or  jam. 

Reclassify  the  items  according  to  the  grains 
used  in  them. 

Review  the  study  question,  emphasizing  the 
importance  of  grain  in  our  daily  eating. 

1.  Have  the  children  work  in  groups  to  prepare 
a collage  of  grain-based  breakfast  foods 
using  drawings,  paintings  or  pictures  from 
magazines.  Encourage  the  children  to  add 
labels  to  their  display. 

2.  Write  breakfast  menus. 

3.  Cook  hot  cereals  and  have  them  for  snacks  in 
the  classroom. 


4.1 


My  Breakfast 

record  of  VNfhat  you  eat  for  breakfast  for  three  days. 
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Activity  5 


STOCKING  THE  CUPBOARD  - AND  THE  FRIDGE 

STUDY  QUESTION  How  many  garden  products  can  you  find 

at  home? 

THE  ACTIVITY  In  this  activity  children  identify 

connmon  garden  products  used  in  their  homes. 


CURRICULUM  AREAS  - Recognize  words  instantly:  use  phonic  analysis. 

Language  Arts  - Develop  thought  processes:  classification. 


Sc i ence 


Plants  and  animals:  Describe  and  classify  plants. 


MATERIALS 


Small  cards,  approximately  3x5  inches. 
Garden  products,  fresh  and  processed. 


PROCEDURE: 


Preparat ion 


Describing 

Classifying 

Reading  game 


Cone 1 us i on 


Identify  categories  of  garden  products  such 
as  vegetables  growing  above  the  ground, 
vegetables  below  the  ground,  vegetables  or 
fruits  cooked  into  a sauce  and  canned. 

Assign  groups  of  children  to  bring  samples  of 
each  type  of  product  for  showing  in  class. 

As  each  child  shows  his  or  her  product, 
write  its  name  on  a card  or  have  the  child 
label  the  card.  Put  the  products  on  the 
table  and  the  labels  into  a hat  or  a box. 

Then  let  each  child  retrieve  one  label,  read 
it  and  find  the  item  that  goes  with  it. 

Sort  the  products  or  labels  in  various  ways 
- e.g.  f resh-processed;  big-small;  fruits, 
vegetables;  uses.  Return  briefly  to  the  study 
question  to  note  the  many  garden  products  in  our 
homes. 


RELATED  ACTIVIES:  1.  Make  a supermarket  display  or  create  a 

farmer's  market. 

2.  Prepare  an  experience  chart  about  the  uses 
of  garden  products,  as  illustrated  below: 


Apples  are  used  for 
Apples  are  used  for 
Apples  are  used  for 

“ 5.1  - 


pie  filling 


5.2 


Unit  2 - Farm  Families 


INTRODUCTION 


While  we  acknowledge  that  the  details  of  family  living  vary  considerably 
among  farm  families,  our  goal  in  this  unit  is  to  help  children  recognize 
and  appreciate  some  of  the  common  features  of  farms  and  of  life  on  farms  today. 
Underlying  the  unit  is  the  question  that  asks  what  it  might  be  like  for  a 
child  to  live  on  a farm.  For  a child  who  does  not  live  on  a farm  a contrast 
may  be  implied,  while  for  a farm  child  the  goal  is  heightened  awareness  of 
the  variety  of  patterns  found  from  farm  to  farm.  The  frame  of  reference  for 
this  unit  is  reflected  in  the  following  global  themes: 

1.  Farm  life  offers  unique  opportunities  to  be  close  to  nature. 


2.  A farm  home  is  usually  surrounded  by  a considerable  amount  of  space 
and  this  influences  the  kinds  of  pets  children  have  and  the  way  the 
chi Idren  play. 

3.  In  rural  settings,  fann  children  often  are  more  isolated  than  city 
children  (often  a few  kilometres  to  the  nearest  neighbouring  farm)  and 
thus  are  more  dependent  on  themselves  and  others  in  their  families 
for  companionship  and  help. 

4.  Because  a farmer  usually  lives  where  he  works,  farm  children  are  in  daily 
contact  with  their  parents'  work;  play  and  v/ork  can  merge  as  children 
enjoy  participating  in  adults'  activities. 


OBJECTIVES 


The  activities  suggested  in  this  unit  are  based  on  the  following 
objectives: 

1.  To  recognize  that  farming  has  become  highly  specialized  - that  a 
moderately  small  mixed  farm  is  not  as  common  as  it  used  to  be  in 
Alberta. 

2.  To  identify  some  characteristics  of  a farm  setting. 

3.  To  develop  concepts  and  work  kno^vledge  related  to  farm  life. 


Activity  6 

FAMILY  SCENES 


STUDY  QUESTION  What  neat  things  could  you  do  if  you 
1 ived  on  a farm? 

THE  ACTIVITY  In  this  activity  the  children  dramatize  aspects 

of  family  life  on  farms. 


CURRICULUM  CONNECTIONS  - Use  gestures  to  convey  meaning. 

Language  Arts  - Read  a variety  of  materials:  pictures. 

Social  Studies  - Families:  Me  In  my  family;  Canadian  families. 


MATERIALS 


Information  sheet  of  scenes  depicting  1 Ife 
on  a farm. 


PROCEDURE 


Preparation 


Examine  the  scenes  of  family  life  on  a farm. 
Have  the  children  describe  the  scenes.  High- 
light the  activities  of  the  farm  children 
In  the  scenes. 


Dramatization 


Cone 1 us i on 


Form  groups  of  3 or  4 children  and  give  one 
picture  to  each  group.  Have  the  children  in 
each  group  select  a specific  part  of  their 
picture  to  dramatize.  Encourage  them  to 
use  sounds  to  help  convey  their  messages. 

Perform  the  pantomimes.  Allow  the  children 
in  the  audience  to  ask  one  or  two  questions 
or  make  one  or  two  corrments  to  identify 
what  the  actors  are  depicting  about  farm 
life. 


RELATED  ACTIVITIES  1.  Read  a story  to  the  children  about  a 

farm  child  or  a farm  family. 

2.  Invite  a member  of  a farm  family  into  the 
class.  Prepare  questions  for  interviewing 
the  person  about  a chi  Id* s life  on  the  farm. 
Write  individual  thank  you  notes. 


- 6.1  - 


Family  Life  on  a Farm 


Rick’s  older  sister  sells 
vegetables  at  the  roadside 
market  on  Saturdays. 


- 6.2  - 


Reta  helps  by  feeding 
Nanny  and  her  new  kid. 


Family  Life  on  a Farm 


Anne  calls  "good-bye"  to  Uncle 
Norman  as  he  leaves  the  yard. 


Betty  is  very  helpful  in 
Mom's  garden. 


Kevin  likes  to  ride  herd 
with  his  pony  Chief. 


Cindy  loves  the  old  ewes 
new  family. 


A FARM  CAN  BE  A FINE  PLACE  TO  LIVE. 


- 6.4  - 


Acti\dty  7 


OLD  MACDONALD  - NEW  MACDONALD 

STUDY  QUESTION:  If  I visit  a modern  farm,  v^fiat  will 

I find  there? 


THE  ACTIVITY 


Note 


In  this  activity  the  children  v/1 1 1 compose 
a revised  version  of  the  popular  song  Old 
KacDonald  Had  A Farm. 

Although  the  song  mentions  farm  animals, 

not  htinans,  the  message  of  the  song  is 

that  most  farms  are  relatively  self-contained. 


CURRICULUM  AREAS  - Listen  to  songs:  Identify  details 

(pictures,  songs). 

Use  verse  and  gesture  to  convey  meaning. 
Language  Arts  - Use  phonic  and  contextual  analysis  to 

identify  vx^rds. 


Social  Studies 


Canadian  families. 


MATERIALS 


PROCEDURE 


D i scuss i on 


Compos i ng 


Note 


Singing 


RELATED  ACTIVITY 


Copies  of  music. 

Pictures  of  modern  farms. 

Listen  to  and  sing  the  song  Old  MacDonald 
Had  A Farm.  Look  at  the  pictures  and 
illustrations  of  modern  farms  and  identify 
some  of  their  features,  writing  them  on 
the  board  as  you  go. 

Listen  to  the  song  again  and  note 
differences  between  Old  Macdonald’s  farm 
and  modern  farms.  Use  an  experience  chart 
to  compose  a song  with  new  words  reflecting 
the  characteristics  of  a modern  farm. 

The  revision  may  have  fewer  lines  than  the 
original  song,  since  farming  has  become 
quite  specialized.  This  could  be  accorrmodated 
by  creating  several  verses  on  different  kinds 
of  farming. 

Practise  the  new  song;  if  possible  sing  it 
at  a school  assembly  or  for  another  class. 

Add  gestures  and  costtmes  if  desired. 

Build  a farm  in  a sandbox.  Make  a sign  to 
indicate  what  kind  of  farm  it  is. 
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Alberta  Farm  Life  Today 


Many  farm  families  plant  lawns  and  flowers. 


- 7.2  - 


Farm  families  participate  in 
sports  and  other  recreational 
activities;  sometimes  they 
travel  quite  far  to  do  so. 


A combine  could  cost  up  to  $160,000.00  - 15  times  the  cost  of  a 
small  car. 


Most  farmers  specialize  in  one  kind  of  farming. 


7.3  - 


When  a farmer  specializes  in  one  kind  of  farming  he  may  have  a 
larger  number  of  animals  or  more  land  in  crop.  He  depends  on  the 
presence  of  urban  markets,  processing  and  transportation  which 
links  producer  and  consumer. 


A veterinarian  helps  a farmer  maintain  the  health  of  his  farm 
animals . 


7.4 


Activity  8 


SOUNDS  OF  FARMING 

STUDY  QUESTION  If  I get  very  still  when  I am  in  a field 
or  barn  what  will  I hear? 

In  this  activity  children  identify  some  of 
the  sounds  character ist ic  of  a rural  farm 
setting. 

Demonstrate  1 istening  awareness:  attending. 
Demonstrate  growth  in  thought  processes: 
expression  of  feelings;  imagining. 

Environment:  develop  an  awareness  of  and 
sensitivity  to  the  environment. 

Selected  poems. 

Instranents  for  making  various  sounds. 
Information  sheet. 


Have  the  children  put  their  heads  down  on 
their  desks  or  tables.  Ask  them  to  get 
very  still  and  to  listen  to  their  own 
breathing. 

After  a short  while,  ask  them  to  listen 
to  the  air  conditioning,  footsteps  in  the 
hall,  the  click  of  the  clock.  Ask  them  to 
pay  attention  to  other  sounds  they  hear. 

Discussion  In  about  a minute  ask  the  children  to 

slowly  open  their  eyes  and  lift  their  heads. 
Discuss  how  they  felt  and  what  they  heard. 

Relate  this  activity  to  sounds  the 
children  might  hear  in  various  farm  settings. 
Examine  pictures  of  farms  noting  items  that 
might  make  certain  kinds  of  sounds. 

Then  repeat  the  focusing  procedure  - heads 
Imagining  down,  eyes  shut.  Ask  the  children  to  imagine 

being  in  specific  farm  settings.  While  their 
eyes  are  closed  speak  to  them  slowly  about 
each  setting  you  want  them  to  imagine. 

Mention  2 or  3 items  that  might  be  associated 
with  sounds.  Examples  are  given  on  the 
information  sheet  on  sounds  of  farming. 
Incorporate  smells  as  well  as  sounds  if  you  wish. 


THE  ACTIVITY 

CURRICULUM  AREAS 
Language  Arts 
Sc i ence 

MATERIALS 

PROCEDURE 

Focus i ng  at  tent i on 


- S.l  - 


Cone 1 us i on 


After  a few  examples,  have  the  children 
open  their  eyes  and  share  their  impressions 
as  before.  Help  them  identify  some  of 
the  sounds  that  part icul ary  suggest  a farm 
setting  or  activity.  List  some  of  these 
sound  words  on  the  board. 


RELATED  ACTIVITIES  1.  Read  your  list  of  sound  words  and  those  listed 

belcw.  Have  the  children  use  simple  instrLinents 
to  make  the  sounds: 

old  baler  banging 

tractor  roaring 

grain  auger  clanking,  rattling 

sheep  sheers  buzzing 

catt 1 e bawl  1 ng 

chicks  peeping 

grain  grinder  crunching 

water  pump  thunping 


2.  Make  a trip  to  a field  or  forest.  Take 
along  note  pads  and  tape  recorder  for 
recording  sounds.  After  the  walk  have  the 
children  share  their  impressions  of  the  sounds 
they  heard. 
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Sounds  of  Farming  - for  imagining 


Baby  Chicks  "peep" 


Grain  Augers  "clank" 


Sounds  of  Farming  - for  imagining 


8.4 


You  are  watching  a combine  working  in  a field.  You  are  'way  up  high  and  you  can  see  the 
header  picking  up  swaths  of  grain.  You  can  hear  the  big  cylinder  rolling  it  up.  Streams 
of  little  seeds  fall  into  the  hopper  behind  the  driver.  They're  picked  by  the  auger 
which  clanks  a bit  as  it  pours  the  seeds  into  the  big  truck.  The  engine  of  the  truck 
keeps  running  as  the  truck  follows  the  combine  down  the  field. 


Sounds  of  Farming  - for  imagining 


8.5 


You  are  in  the  barn  with  several  cows.  They  are  eating  hay  and  waiting  to  be  milked. 
When  you  get  up  close  to  a cow  to  pat  her,  you  can  hear  her  grinding  her  teeth  as  she 
chews.  You  can  hear  the  cows'  hooves  on  the  wooden  floor  and  the  swishing  of  hay  in 
the  stall  when  a cow  pulls  another  mouthful.  One  of  the  cows  calls  out  for  attention 
- a low,  rising  Mo-o-oo. 


Sounds  of  Farming  - for  imagining 


8.6 


You  are  at  a farmer’s  market  with  your  mom,  shopping  for  fresh  vegetables.  The  market 
is  in  a long,  low  building  and  is  very  crowded.  Many  people  talk  at  once,  and  cash 
registers  clang  and  echo  through  the  market.  Someone  laughs,  a little  child  screams 
in  the  next  aisle.  Near  you  someone  says,  "Look  at  these  beautiful  pumpkins!  and 
someone  else  says,  "Thank  you;  thank  you  very  much." 


Acti^ty  9 


FARM  CAT,  CITY  CAT  - A VERY  SPECIAL  CAT 

STUDY  QUESTION  What’s  the  difference  between  owning  a 
barn  cat  and  a house  cat? 

THE  ACTIVITY  In  this  activity  children  make  puppets 

and  use  them  to  tell  each  other  about  their 
impressions  of  farm  and  city  life. 


CURRICULUM  AREAS 
Language  Arts 


Read  a variety  of  materials:  charts. 

Use  creative  dramatization  and  dialogue. 


Sc i ence 


Plants  and  Animals:  Describe  and  classify 

animals. 


MATERIALS  - Paper  bags,  socks,  or  hankies  for  making 

puppets . 

- Pictures  with  personality  profiles  of  a barn 
cat  and  a house  cat. 


PROCEDURE 
Preparat ion 


Examine  the  personality  sketches  of  a barn 
cat  and  a house  cat.  Highlight  the  differences. 


Organize  the  children  into  pairs.  One  of  each 
Making  puppets  pair  will  make  a country  cat  puppet  and  one  a 

city  cat.  Encourage  them  to  make  their  cats 
noticeably  different. 

Puppet  show  Have  each  pair  of  children  prepare  and  practise  a 

short  scene  about  a meeting  between  their  two  cats. 


Conclusion  Have  the  puppet  show,  noting  the  ways  that 

children  show  the  differences  between  farm 
and  city  cats. 

RELATED  ACTIVITY  1.  Write  short  poems  about  the  theme  or  about  a 

different  farm  animal  or  pet.  Share  the 
poems  and  have  the  children  illustrate  them 
for  a class  anthology. 

2.  Make  puppets  of  other  farm  pets  and  play 
out  their  lives  with  the  farm  children  who 
are  their  masters. 
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Mouse  r Compan i on 


- sharp  toenails 

- cl ipped  toenai Is 

- sleeps  in  barn 

- sleeps  on  bed 

- main  job  is  to  hunt  mice 

- main  job  to  be  a 

compan i on 

large  territory  - freedom 
to  roam 

- small  territory 

- eats  the  mice  that  he  finds 

- eats  special  cat  food 
left  by  his  owner 

- a worker  and  a pet 

- a pet  and  a showpiece 

Each  cat  has  duties  in  the  family. 

Each  is  special  to  its  people. 

- 9.2  - 


Acti\dty  10 

ALPHABET  SEARCH:  FARM  LIFE 

STUDY  QUESTION  How  many  words  do  you  know  that  tel  1 about 
farm  1 i fe? 


THE  ACTIVITY  This  is  a word  association  and  v/ord  sorting 

activity  in  which  children  identify  families 
of  words  and  sort  the  words  alphabetically. 


CURRICULUM  AREAS 
Language  Arts 


Read  a variety  of  materials:  pictures. 

Develop  vocabulary. 

Use  phonic  and  structural  analysis  to 
identify  words. 


MATERIALS 


Pictures  related  to  farming  and  farm  1 ife. 
(many  of  the  materials  in  the  handbook). 


PROCEDURE 

Brainstorming  Use  pictures  to  stimulate  the  children’s 

recall  of  words  associated  with  farming  and 
farm  life.  Suggest  various  categories  and 
list  the  children's  words  in  clusters  as  they 
dictate  them  - e.g.  plants^  animals,  jobs, 
machines,  people,  sounds. 

Identifying  initial  V/rite  the  letters  of  the  alphabet  one  by 

letters  one  on  a big  chart.  Have  the  children 

find  words  in  your  list  for  each  letter; 
have  them  dictate  or  write  the  words  on 
the  chart.  It  may  be  convenient  to  spread 
the  activity  over  a few  weeks,  focusing 
on  only  one  or  a few  letters  at  once. 
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Conclusion 


Read  all  of  the  words  together. 


RELATED  ACTIVITY 


1.  Have  the  children  illustrate  one  word  for 
each  letter,  for  a wall  chart  or  an 
agricultural  alphabet  book.  Alternately 
make  a word  tree  v/ith  each  branch  holding 
words  of  one  category. 

2.  Use  some  of  the  remaining  words  for  word 
sorts  according  to  other  phonic  or 
structural  features  - eg.  rhyming  words  or 
words  with  specific  medial  or  final  consonants. 


10.2  - 


FARM  LIFE  SCENES 


3 - FArm  Animals 


INTRODUCTION 

This  unit  is  intended  as  an  introduction  to  farm  animals.  The  activities 
offer  opportunities  for  the  children  to  meet  some  of  the  animals 
involved  in  farming.  The  children  will  see  how  some  animals  become  part 
of  a farm  family,  whether  the  animals  are  pets  or  not.  The  activities 
in  this  unit  also  introduce  some  of  the  ways  in  which  mechanization  has 
influenced  the  care  of  animals  and  increased  the  ntinber  of  animals  that 
one  farmer  can  take  care  of. 

This  unit  is  closely  related  thematically  to  unit  two  which  introduced 
some  of  the  changes  that  have  occurred  in  farming;  here  we  focus 
on  changes  in  a particular  aspect  of  farming  - animals  and  their  care. 

The  underlying  questions  for  the  unit  are  these: 

1.  What  kinds  of  farms  have  animals  on  them? 

2.  How  are  the  animals  cared  for? 

OBJECTIVES 

1.  To  identify  some  of  the  animals  raised  for  corrmercial  purposes  on 
Alberta  farms. 

2.  To  identify  some  of  the  special  equipment  used  in  caring  for  farm 


3.  To  identify  some  of  the  procedures  used  to  maintain  the  health  of 
farm  animals. 

4.  To  appreciate  the  importance  of  providing  good  care  for  animals. 


animals. 
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Activity  11 


HATCHING  CHICKS 

STUDY 

QUESTION  Who  hatches  little  chicks  these  days? 

THE  ACTIVITY 

In  this  activity  children  will  create  a 
description  for  a picture  sequence  that 
depicts  a chick  hatching. 

CURRICULUM  AREAS 
Language  Arts 

Read  a variety  of  materials:  pictures. 

Use  various  forms  of  written  language:  stories. 

Sc i ence 

- Environment:  Identify  and  describe 
changes  in  the  environment  resulting  from 
man's  activities. 

- Time  and  order:  Describe  changes  that 

occur  in  a regular  pattern. 

MATERIALS 

- Picture  series  showing  a chick  hatching  In  a 
natural  and  in  a mechanized  setting. 

Information  sheet  and  pictures  about  poultry 
farming. 

PROCEDURE 
Preparat Ion 

Examine  the  pictures  of  chicks  In  a hatchery 
to  help  the  children  compare  mechanized  and 
natural  hatching  - especially  to  help  them 
understand  that  temperature  control  is  the 
function  an  incubator  takes  over  from  a 
brood  hen. 

Drafting 

Give  each  child  a copy  of  one  of  the  picture 
series.  Let  children  work  alone  or  In 
pairs  to  write  simple  explanations  or 
narratives  for  their  pictures. 

Cone 1 us  I on 

Share  the  stories  and  discuss  them,  emphasizing 
the  contrast  between  mechanized  hatching  so 
common  today  and  natural  hatching. 

RELATED  ACTIVITIES 

1.  Visit  a hatchery  or  a chicken  farm  if  one 
is  accessible  (e.g.  Lillydale  Farms). 

2.  Read  stories  such  as  The  Little  Red  Hen. 

3.  Have  the  children  write  their  own  little 
stories  about  a baby  chick;  share  the 
stories. 

Hatching  Chicks 


Alberta  had  15  hatcheries  in  1985.  Their  total  capacity 
is  approximately  6 million  eggs  every  3 weeks.  These 
eggs  produce  chicks  for  both  egg  laying  and  meat. 


Approximately  40  million  chicks  are  hatched  in  a year. 
In  1985  2 and  one-half  million  were  used  for  egg  laying 
34  and  one-half  million  for  broiler  production.  Some 
are  not  good  enough  to  sell,  and  some  are  exported  to 
hatcheries  in  other  provinces. 


A chicken  lays  about  240  eggs 
a year  - about  5 per  week  or 
nearly  1 every  day. 


11.2  - 


Hatching  Chicks 


Different  eggs  are  used  for  hatching  egg  layers  and 
broilers.  Even  chickens  specialize;  some  are  good 
at  egg  laying  and  some  are  big  and  fat  and  good  for 
meat.  Turkeys  are  produced  in  a similar  way. 


Some  farmers  raise  chickens  for  themselves  but  many  farmers 
buy  eggs  and  chicken  for  eating. 


Based  on  Alberta  Agriculture, 
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Hatchins  Chicks 


Hatchins  Chicks 


Mechanized 
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Activity  12 


ANIMAL  BABIES 

STUDY  QUESTION  How  many  lambs  or  calves  or 

piglets  are  born  at  orice? 

THE  ACTIVITY 

In  this  activity  children  identify  and 
count  nunbers  of  animals  on  picture  cards. 

CURRICULUM  AREAS 
Language  Arts 

--  Read  and  listen  to  a variety  of  materials: 
pictures;  poems. 

- Use  contextual  clues  to  identify  v/ords. 

MATERIALS 

- Copy  of  a poem  about  anintil  life  or  farming. 

- Animal  picture  cards. 

- Sheet  of  animal  riddles  and  rhymes. 

PROCEDURE 

Share  the  poem  v;ith  the  class. 

Ask  the  children  how  many  calves  or  other 

Listening 

animal  babies  are  usually  born  at  once. 

Vievving 

Review  the  animal  picture  cards^  noting  the 
varying  nunbers  of  babies  born  to  different  farm 
animals  and  comparing  those  to  children’s  pets 
and  and  to  htinan  beings. 

Read i ng 

Use  the  cards  at  an  activity  centre  where 
children  can  practice  reading  numbers  and 
count i ng . 

Cone  1 us i on 

Use  the  cards  as  the  basis  for  reviewing 
nunber  words  and  animal  v^ords  through  the 
use  of  sentence  stems: 

This  card  shows  two  (lambs) 

This  card  shows  (ten)  piglets. 

12.1  - 


RELATED  ACTIVITIES 


1. 


Use  the  sheet  of  animal  riddles  as  a basis 
for  writing  additional  verses,  and  for 
shared  reading. 

2.  If  possible,  obtain  a copy  of  the  following 
short  film  about  animals  on  a mixed  farm: 
Farmyard  Babies  (Revised) 

Coronet  Films 
Distribution  Centre: 

1275  Hubrey  Road 
P.O.Box  5555 
London,  Ontario 
N6A  4L6 


ANSWERS  TO  RIDDLES  AND  RHYMES 

1.  woolly 

2.  kid 

3.  pig 

4.  sheep 

5.  calves 

6 . lamb 

7 . house 

8 . 1 augh 

9 . hat 

10.  behave 


12.2 


12.3 


12.4  - 


Five  Kittens 


Six  Bunnies 


12.5 


12.6 


Nine  Piglets 


Ten  Chicks 


12.7 


1.  Even  though  my  Icjmb’s  a bully 

I love  him  * cause  his  coat  is  

2.  I am  a baby  goat,  nice  and  tame; 

Sometimes  people  call  you  by  my  namel 
What  am  I?  A . 


3.  When  I grow  up  I’m  big  and  burly; 
Even  now  my  tail  is  curly. 

What  am  I?  A 

4,  My  coat  is  woolly,  you’ll  agree; 
Spel 1 my  name  and  you  will  see 

A middle  made  of  the  letters  e. 
What  am  I?  A sh  p. 


5.  Divide  by  2 to  get  two  halves; 
Sometimes  cows  can  have  two 


6.  When  a big  tractor  engine  starts  with  a bam. 
”Baa,  baa,  baa,  baa,”  says  a little 


7.  Kitty,  kitty,  you  are  so  witty 

You  chased  the  mouse  out  of  my  

8.  Billy  rode  his  little  p>ony 
Out  to  herd  his  calf 

The  pony  was  so  roily  polly 
It  really  made  me  

9.  Piglet  round,  piglet  fat. 

Piglet  please  don’t  eat  my  

10.  Sheep  dog,  sheep  dog  you  are  so  brave 

How  do  you  make  that  ram  


Activity  13 


GUESS  THE  ANimL 

STUDY  QUESTION  If  you  see  part  of  a farm  animal^  can  you 
guess  which  animal  it  is? 

THE  ACTIVITY  In  this  activity  children  guess  the 

animals  in  dot  puzzles  and  write  the  names. 


CURRICULUM  AREAS  - Recall  information  received  orally: 

di rect ions. 

Language  Arts  - Understand  ideas  received  visually: 

make  predictions. 

- Use  phonic  analysis  and  context  to 
identify  words. 

MATERIALS  - Pictures  of  farm  animals. 

- Animal  puzzles. 


PROCEDURE 


Not i ng  deta i 1 s 


Predicting 


Cone 1 us i on 


RELATED  ACTIVITIES 


Look  at  some  pictures  of  farm  animals, 
including  both  common  ones,  such  as  cows  and 
chickens,  and  those  seen  less  often,  such  as  bees. 

Have  copies  of  the  puzzles  available  for 
individual  work.  Ask  the  children  to  do 
the  fol  lov/ing: 

- Predict  the  animal  and  write  in  the 
prediction. 

- Complete  the  puzzle. 

- Confirm  or  correct  the  prediction 
by  printing  a title  or  caption  on 
the  picture. 

At  some  point  look  at  the  completed  pictures 
as  a class,  identifying  each  one  orally. 

1.  Have  the  children  color  the  completed  animal 
drawings. 

2.  Read  books  or  view  films,  if  accessible, 
about  farm  animals  - e.g.  Phoebe  and  Judy 
Dunn.  The  Animals  of  Buttercup  Farm. 

New  York:  Random  House,  1981. 
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Can  You  Name  These  Animals? 


of 


/8 
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Can  You 


Name  These  Animals? 


Aeti^ty  14 


ANIMAL  HEALTH  CARE 

STUDY  QUESTION  How  do  farmers  keep  their  animals 
healthy? 


THE  ACTIVITY 

In  this  activity  children  identify  a few 
principles  of  health  care  for  farm  animals. 

CURRICULUM  AREAS 
Language  Arts 

- Communicate  orally:  reports. 

- Demonstrate  growth  in  thought  processes  by 
by  dictating  explanations. 

Sc i ence 

- Plants  and  animals:  Develop  respect  for 

living  things;  appreciate  the  importance  of 
providing  necessary  care  for  living  things. 

MATERIALS 

Data  sheet  for  listing  health  routines. 

PROCEDURE 

To  introduce  the  topic  of  animal  health, 
briefly  discuss  children’s  cwn  health  care- 
how  often  they  see  the  school  nurse  or  a 

Report i ng 

doctor;  why;  how  they  look  after  their  own 
health  through  eating,  sleeping,  brushing 
teeth,  cleaning  and  bandaging  cuts.  Have  the 
children  list  their  health  care  practices  on 
the  data  sheet. 

Dictating 

Relate  all  of  these  experiences  to  the 
role  of  a farmer  and  a veter Inar ian.  Make 
an  experience  chart  about  care  of  farm  animals, 
noting  that  the  farmer  must  provide  the  animals 
with  appropriate  food  and  shelter,  carry 
out  routine  maintenance  such  as  removing 
horns  of  goats,  clipping  hooves  of 
ranging  animals  (cows,  horses,  sheep)  or 
sheering  sheep;  also  that  the  farmer  must 
arrange  for  routine  inoculations  and  for 
medical  treatment  when  necessary  - e.g. 
difficult  births,  infections,  broken  bones. 

Cone 1 us i on 

Read  the  chart,  emphasizing  the  comparison 
between  health  care  of  animals  and  people’s 
health  care  and  noting  key  words  related  to 
farm  animals  and  health. 

14.1 


RELATED  ACTIVITIES 


1.  Have  the  children  write  and  illustrate 
simple  instructions  for  the  care  of  an  animal. 
Some  children  may  have  pets;  others  may 
choose  to  discuss  a farm  animal. 

Encourage  the  use  of  numbers  to  help 
organize  the  sequence  of  care  activities. 

Share  the  individual  tips  on  care  of 
animals. 

2.  Have  a pet  in  the  classroom;  make  a poster 
that  gives  simple  instructions  for  the  care 
of  the  pet. 


What  Do  You  Do  To 
Stay  Healthy? 


A 


Explain  how  you  and  your  parents  look  after  your  health. 
1.  Eat: 


2.  Sleep; 


3.  Visit  school  nurse,  doctor,  dentist: 


4.  What  else? 
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Activity  15 


COUNTRY  FAIR 

STUDY  QUESTION  What  Is  your  favourite  farm  animal? 


THE  ACTIVITY 

In  this  activity  children  make  individual 
models  of  their  favourite  animals  and 
display  them  In  a classroom  simulation  of 
a country  fair. 

CURRICULUM  AREAS 
Language  Arts 

- Use  appropriate  forms  of  oral  and 
written  language:  report. 

Sc  I ence 

- Plants  and  animals:  describe  proper  care 

of  animals;  appreciate  importance  of 
providing  necessary  care  for  living  things. 

MATERIALS 

- Pictures  and  books  about  various  farm 
animals. 

Information  about  local  fairs  and 
exhibitions. 

PROCEDURE 

Use  pictures  and  information  about  a local 

Preparat Ion 

shaping  out  of  plain  pipe  cleaners,  cl  ay,. or 
paper.  Group  together  children  who  are  > , 
making  the  same  kind  of  animal. 

Crafting 

Have  the  children  make  their  animals  and 
have  each  group  prepare  a display.  They 
could  use  toothpicks  or  cardboard  for  building 
pens;  grass  or  paper  strips  for  animal  beds; 
and  construction  paper  for  making  signs. 

Tour  I ng/Expl a I n I ng 

Have  each  group  prepare  to  conduct  a tour 
of  their  section  of  the  exhibition,  offering 
the  rest  of  the  class  information  about  the 
special  character ist ics  and  care  of  their 
particular  kind  of  animal.  Encourage  the 
children  to  jot  down,  as  a group,  some  of 
the  items  they  want  to  mention  in  their  talks. 

Cone 1 us  I on 

Hold  the  tours  - the  fair!  As  a class 
’’judge"  each  exhibit  by  telling  its 
creators  something  appealing  about  it. 

IS . 1 


RELATED  ACTIVITIES 


1. 


Have  each  group  prepare  copies  of  a simple 
brochure  advertising  their  particular 
animal.  The  brochures  could  be  available 
at  the  children’s  fair. 

2.  Make  a class  visit  to  a local  country  fair. 

3.  Open  the  fair  to  parents  and  the  rest 
of  the  school.  Invite  a representat i ve 
from  a local  agriculture  society  Ce.g. 
Northlands  in  Edmonton)  to  judge  the 
exhibits.  Co-ordinate  this  activity  vvith 
those  of  other  classes  doing 
agricultural  projects  - e.g.  during  annual 
agricultural  week  in  March. 
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